Modern Foreign Languages at St Gregory’s


Intent

Purpose
At St Gregory’s, the curriculum our children experience enables us to live out our Mission Slogan: Loving all, like Jesus, we flourish together. We aim to enable all our children to flourish, regardless of background or disposition by offering a rich and informed curriculum packed with opportunities for all our children to experience ‘life to the full’ (John 10:10).
At St Gregory’s we believe that learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further
languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.

In keeping with the rest of the curriculum at our school, the learning our children undertake in Spanish enables them to continuously develop the Seven Skills of the Steward – attributes and attitudes which we believe will be essential so as to enable our children to thrive in the world of the future and help make ‘Thy Kingdom come’:

Team-working †	Problem-solving	†	Creativity †	Peace-making Empathy †	Resilience		†	Gratitude

Aims

At St Gregory’s, in age and stage-appropriate ways, we aim to ensure that all pupils:
· experience an MFL curriculum which is meaningful, motivating and memorable
· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation
· can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
· discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

Curriculum Design

To ensure our Spanish provision at St Gregory’s is of the highest standard, our curriculum lessons are delivered by a native speaker from Junior Jam. The Spanish curriculum is made up of half-termly units, with step-by-step progression, always building on prior knowledge and skills, giving children the opportunity to consolidate, deepen and progress their Spanish language skills. It has also been created so as to maximise cross-curricular links with other subject areas in order to make our children’s learning as meaningful as possible within exciting, relevant topics. The People and Communities element of the EYFS curriculum fosters an initial curiosity in the differences between children and their cultures. We are fortunate at St Gregory’s to have children from many cultural backgrounds in school to develop this interest.

The Junior Jam Spanish language course incorporates interactive songs and visual learning as well as written and verbal tasks. It is our hope that educating pupils in topics such as greetings or food and drink in Spanish will develop a new skill for them and we can hone this interest in the hope that it may one day be something they choose to use.

In line with the National Curriculum for Languages, our Spanish lessons in KS2 include: Listening attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding.
· The exploration of the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words.

· To engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help.

· Speaking in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures.

· Developing accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases.

· Presenting ideas and information orally to a range of audiences.

· Reading carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

· Appreciation of stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language.

· The broadening of their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a Spanish dictionary.

· Writing phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly.

· Describing people, places, things and actions orally and in writing.

· To understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency.

· Verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.

While these specific skills are taught to the children, Spanish is a cross-curricular subject and where we can we make links to other subjects such as RE, Music, Geography, PE and Art.

Enrichment

At St Gregory’s, we have an annual Spanish day in which all classes engage in motivating and memorable activities to promote language use and develop knowledge of a different culture across the school. Where possible we link our MFL learning to major events, such as the Olympics, so that we can develop cross-curricular links and greater cultural understanding.


Curriculum Coverage, Review and Assessment

The curriculum is reviewed annually, with developments based on monitoring conducted throughout the year. A whole-school curriculum map is in place which outlines relevant coverage of MFL, as well as individual maps for each year group. This has been meticulously planned out with clear progression within year groups, incorporating the National Curriculum programme of study.
Provision For All

MFL is a very inclusive subject and in keeping with our intention to enable all our children to flourish, the curriculum for MFL provides challenge for all groups of children, such as SEND, more able, pupil premium, EAL. This is done through a wide variety of differentiated approaches ranging from in-class support and targeted questioning to use of specific tools, tailored next steps marking and enrichment activities.

Implementation

Subject Knowledge and the Monitoring Cycle

At St Gregory’s, we endeavour to ensure that teacher and subject leader expertise is sufficient to successfully support the intentions of the MFL curriculum across the school. If in any rare instances this is not the case, then high-quality training (sharing best practice, visits to other leading schools, attending relevant courses) is put in place. The annual audit of MFL, as well as the on-going monitoring cycle, helps to identify any areas of development which may present themselves. These are then fed back into the School Improvement Plan with time allocated accordingly to rectify the situation. During this process, current resources are evaluated and updated so our children are provided with high-quality equipment which allows them to work
practically and with increasing accuracy. Specific time is also allocated to MFL during Governors meetings, SLT meetings and staff meetings in order to, amongst other things, present situation reports, monitor books and planning and provide CPD training accordingly. The subject leader monitors annually in a wide range of ways, including: book looks, planning looks, lesson observations and pupil voice.

Planning and Progression

Planning is based around the objectives of the National Curriculum, through the Junior Jam Scheme of work which progressively builds their knowledge and skills. The children are assessed on their learning at the end of each topic. Assessment is based on class observations of listening and speaking activities as well as written evidence in the Spanish book. These regular informal assessments are used to ensure that planning takes account of the children’s understanding, their way of thinking and their language skills development.

Junior Jam measure and evidence the impact of their teaching through the following methods:
•    Verbal feedback during lessons.
•    Session Forms – These are weekly reports on whether the learning objective for the lesson was achieved
•    Course Evaluations – These are half-termly reports for each class, measuring how the class performs against a range of statements specific to the course, allowing us to track how the class performs against national expectations
•    End of HT assessments – the teacher gives pupils an assessment activity at the end of each half term. The assessment asks questions relating to what they have been taught

Incorporating Stakeholders

Survey Monkey surveys are used to ascertain pupil voice at the start and end of topics in order to tailor the learning accordingly and formative assessment is used throughout the topic to inform immediate next steps as well as future learning. Parents are informed of their child’s attainment in Spanish in end-of-year reports and are also encouraged to be involved in their child’s learning, for example, during topic homework activities and end-of-topic showcases.

Impact

The curriculum in Spanish has been created so the objectives are carried out within stimulating, engaging lessons which link up children’s learning from different areas in order to help them see the relevance of what they are doing, making their experiences meaningful and therefore motivating and ultimately memorable. To this end, we aim to enable our children to develop a love for their learning in Spanish.

C Pritchard

[bookmark: _GoBack]September 2025 – to be reviewed September 2026
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




